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FOLLOWING TEL SENT NEW DELHI INFO CALCUTTA AND MADRAS JULY 15, 

FROM BOMBAY, REPEATED TO YOU. QUOTE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BOMBAY 1827 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PIN IN 

SUBJ: ANTI-GOVERNMENT PRESS BANNED 

1. THE GOM HAS BANNED THREE AND THE GOG HAS BANNED TWO PUBLICATIONS 
OF "ANTI-GOVERNMENT" WEEKLIES, EFEECTIVE JULY 1. IN MAHARASHTRA 
PRO-SOCIALIST PARTY JANATA (ENGLISH) AND SADHNA (MARATHI) AND 
NON-PARTISAN OPINION (ENGLISH) AND IN GUJARAT, THE PRO-JANA SANGH 
SADHANA AND PRO-SARVODAYA BHUMI PUTRA, BOTH GUJARATI, HAVE CLOSED 
AS A RESULT OE THE BAN. CHINUBHAI VAIDYA, EDITOR OE BHUMI PUTRA 

WAS SUBSEQUENTLY ARRESTED UNDER MISA. 

COMMENT: 

2. SINCE THE DECLARATION OE THE EMERGENCY ALL FIVE WEEKLIES HAVE 
BREN DEMANDING THE RESTORATION OF CIVIL LIBERTIES AND WERE BITTERLY 
CRITICAL OF MRS GANDHI'S POLICIES. EARLIER STATE GOVERNMENTS’ 

EFFORTS TO CLOSE THESE PUBLICATIONS WERE BLOCKED BY JUDICIAL 
INTERVENTION. AT LEAST THREE OE THE WEEKLIES CURRENTLY HAVE 
PENDING CASES RELATED TO PREVIOUS BAN ATTEMMPTS. LEGALLY, AS WE 
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THE MATTERS WERE SUB JUDICE. NEVERTHELESS, THE STATE GOVERNMENTS, 
WITH THE PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE GOI, AGAIN PROHIBITED PUBLICATION 
OF THESE WEEKLIES. 

3. IN VIEW OF RECENT TRANSFERS OF lUDGES, OPPOSITION SOURCES 
DISCOUNT THE POSSIBILITY OF ANY NEW JUDICIAL INTERVENTION WHICH 
WOULD ALLOW THE WEEKLIES RESUME PUBLICATION. THESE SOURCES 
STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT THREE JUDGES OF THE GUJARAT HIGH COURT, 
INCLUDING THE CHIEF JUSTICE, WERE RECENTLY TRANSFERRED FOR 
THEIR VERDICT ENABLING BHUMI PUTRA CONTINUE ITS PUBLICATION IN 
SPITE OF GOG'S ATTEMPTS TO BAN IT. THEY DOUBT THAT THE LESSON 
WILL BE LOST ON THEIR PEERS. 

4. THE BANNING OF THESE PUBLICATIONS LEFT THE ORGANIZED POLITICAL 
OPPOSITION WITHOUT ANY OVERT PRESS OPERATION. 

5. WE WILL PARTICULARLY MISS OPINION, MR GORW ALA'S PERSONAL AND 
ELOGUENTLY INCISIVE APPEAL TO THE REASON, AND FOR THE RIGHTS, OF 
MAN. 

COURTNEY UNQUOTE SAXBE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, THE PRESS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 JUL 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: vogelfj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NEWDE10445 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760274-1056 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9760751 /aaaabsab.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vogelfj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 JUN 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <05 OCT 2004 by vogelf]> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ANTI-GOVERNMENT PRESS BANNED 
TAGS: PINS, SOPN, IN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



